
BYLAWS 

BOARD OF EQUALIZATION 

 

PURPOSE 

Tennessee State Law created the County Board of Equalization to ensure that the property owners 

in all of the counties in Tennessee have access to an open, fair, and impartial hearing on their 

property tax assessment, valuation, and classification issues, as required by law.  

MEMBERSHIP AND TERM LIMITS 

The election or appointment of members to the county Board of Equalization is done in April of 

years ending in even numbers. The county legislative or governing body shall elect five (5) 

freeholders and taxpayers to constitute a County Board of Equalization for a period of two (2) 

years.  
OFFICERS, QUORUM AND RECORDS 

Each County Board of Equalization elects one member to serve as chairperson and one member to 

serve as secretary. A majority of the county board constitutes a quorum for the transaction of 

business. The board must keep a daily record of its transactions, and sign the record.  
 

COMPENSATION 

Board members are paid by the by the county for their services. The compensation of the chair and 

other members is established by a resolution. 
 

DUTIES 

The County Board of Equalization has and shall perform the following duties:  

     (1)  Carefully examine, compare and equalize the county assessments;  

     (2)  Assure that all taxable properties are included on the assessment lists;  

     (3)  Eliminate from the assessment lists such property as is lawfully exempt from taxation; 

provided, that if an application for exemption of such property is required, the property shall not 

be eliminated from the assessment lists unless such exemption is approved by an authorized 

designee of the state board of equalization;  

     (4)  Hear complaints of taxpayers who feel aggrieved on account of excessive assessments of 

their property;  

     (5)  Decrease the assessments of such properties as the board determines have been excessively 

assessed;  

     (6)  Increase the assessments of such properties as the board determines are under assessed; 

provided, that owners of such properties are duly notified and given an opportunity to be heard;  



     (7)  Correct such errors arising from clerical mistakes or otherwise that may come or be brought 

to the attention of the board; and  

     (8)  Take whatever steps are necessary to assure that the assessments of all properties within its 

jurisdiction conform to laws of the state and rules and regulations of the state board of equalization.  

SESSIONS 

The County Board of Equalization shall convene its regular session on June 1st of each year and 

remain in session as necessary to complete the board’s business for the maximum number of days 

allowed under Tenn. Code Ann. § 67-1-404  

PRIMARY LEVELS OF APPEALS FOR PROPERTY TAX ISSUES  

1) County Board of Equalization  

2) State Board of Equalization 

      a. Administrative Judge 

      b. Assessment Appeals Commission  

      c. Full State Board of Equalization  

3) Chancery Court 

COMPLAINTS/APPEALS 

The complaint or appeal filed before the County Board of Equalization must be based on one (1) 

or more of the following grounds: 

1) Erroneous classification or sub-classification of the property 

 2) Excessive valuation of the property 

 3) Under valuation of property other than property under appeal. 

The County Board must hear any complaint that is filed while the board is in session and that 

relates to the current year under review.   

DISPOSITION OF COMPLAINTS 

The County Board of Equalization, in its best judgment, and based on the evidence presented, may 

decide to make changes in the classifications or sub-classifications or to increase or decrease the 

assessments or appraised values. If there is an increase of assessment or a change in classification, 

the County Board must notify the property owner at least five (5) days before the adjournment of 

the board’s session so that the taxpayer can be given an opportunity to be heard. In addition to the 

specifics of the change, the notice must also include the tax year for which the change is made. 

CERTIFICATE OF ASSESSMENT BY THE COUNTY BOARD OF EQUALIZATION 

Upon completion of its duties, the county board of equalization shall have prepared a certificate, 

as required by T.C.A. 67-5-1410, signed by each member and filed in the office of the county 

clerk. The county board of equalization must turn over its records and papers to the county 

assessor. The assessor must preserve these records for a period of at least ten (10) years.  
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